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ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE 

|lural  5pt0irtci  of  gfligtat. 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1906. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Wigton  Rural  District. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1906. 

During  the  past  year  285  births  were  registered  in  the 
Rural  District,  147  males  and  138  females,  equal  to  a  rate  of 
25*3  per  1900,  compared  with  a  rate  of  21*6  per  1000  for 
the  year  1905,  and  a  mean  rate  for  the  last  decennium  of 
24*6.  If  reference  be  made  to  table  1,  it  will  be  observed 
that  our  birth  rate  has  only  once  been  higher  during  the 
last  10  years  than  it  is  during  1906.  The  birth  rate  in 
Rural  England  and  Wales  during  the  past  year  was  26*3 
or  1  per  1000  in  advance  of  ours.  The  births  were 
distributed  over  the  three  sub-districts  as  is  indicated  in  the 
following  table. 
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Rate  'per 


Males. 

Females. 

Population. 

1000. 

Illigitimate. 

Caldbeck 

47 

42 

3049 

29*1 

7 

Wigton 

62 

31 

4884 

19*04 

13 

Aspatria 

38 

65 

3622 

28*3 

9 

Total 

147 

138 

11558 

25*3 

29 

As  was  the  case  last  year,  the  Caldbcck  district  has 
the  highest  birth  rate,  and  Wigton  much  the  lowest.  The 
number  of  illigitimate  births  is  high  in  each  sub-district, 
but  especially  so  in  Wigton.  The  rate  of  illigitimate  births 
is  gener  ally  represented  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  number 
of  births,  and  taking  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  one 
child  out  of  20  is  born  out  of  wedlock.  The  figures  before 
us  indicate  that  during  1906  in  the  Wigton  sub-district  one 
out  of  every  seven  children  born  was  illigitimate.  In  the 
Caldbeck  sub-district  one  out  of  every  13,  and  in  the 
Aspatria  sub-district,  one  out  of  every  11.  The  male  births 
are  slightly  in  excess  of  the  females,  which  is  the  case 
everywhere,  but  to  a  less  extent  in  Great  Britain  than  other 
European  Countries. 


Mortality. 

*  The  total  number  of  registered  deaths  during  the  year 
in  the  district  was  174,  as  compared  with  158  in  the 
previous  year — equal  to  a  rate  per  1000  of  15*04,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  13*8  in  1905,  and  a  mean  rate  of  14*4  for  the 
previous  10  years.  The  rate  of  mortality  for  Rural  England 
and  Wales  for  1906  is  15*0  per  1000— exactly  the  same  as 
ours.  No  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district 
occurred  outside  the  district,  either  in  institutions  or  other¬ 
wise.  The  deaths  are  distributed  over  the  three  sub-districts 
in  accordance  with  the  following  table. 


Caldbeck 

Deaths. 

68 

Rate  per  1000. 
22*3 

Population. 

3049 

Wigton 

58 

11*8 

4884 

Aspatria 

48 

11*2 

3625 

Total 

174 

15*04 

11558 

The  Caldbeck  district  has  much  the  highest  rate  of 
Mortality  and  this  has  obtained  for  several  years,  but  the 
increase  during  1906  is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been 


previously.  During  December  a  large  number  of  old  people 
succumbed,  but  this  fact  does  not  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  discrepancy.  Five  persons  reached  90  years  and  the 
highest  age  attained  was  99  years.  One  death  was  due  to 
Scarlet  Fever,  one  to  Measles,  and  two  to  Whooping  Cough, 
one  to  Enteritis,  five  to  Tubercle,  Cancer  accounted  for 
10,  Bronchitis  for  14,  Pneumonia  for  10,  Pleurisy  for  two, 
one  was  the  result  of  Alcoholism,  7  were  Premature,  30 
died  from  Heart  diseases,  6  from  Accidents,  1  was  Suicidal, 
and  78  were  due  to  various  other  causes.  The  number  of 
deaths  with  the  rates  per  1  000  from  Cancer,  Tubercle  Chest 
Diseases  and  Heart  Diseases  in  the  three  sub-districts  is  in 
accordance  with  the  subjoined  table. 


Rate  per 

Rate  per 

Cancer. 

1000. 

Tubercle. 

1000. 

Caldbeck 

3 

0-9 

2 

0  6 

Wigton 

5 

ro2 

2 

0-5 

Aspatria 

2 

0*5 

1 

0-2 

Chest 

Rate  per 

Heart 

Rate  per 

Diseases. 

1000. 

Diseases . 

1000. 

Caldbeck 

10 

3-2 

19 

6-2 

W  igton 

13 

2-6 

4 

0-8 

Aspatria 

5 

1-3 

7 

1-9 

A  gratifying 

feature 

of  these 

statistics  is 

the  reduced 

number  of  deaths  from 

tubercular  diseases  ; 

five  have 

occurred  in  the  whole  district,  as  compared  with  20  in  1905. 
Cancer  and  Chest  Diseases  are  fairly  equally  distributed 
over  the  districts,  but  Heart  Diseases  are  markedly  more 
prevalent  in  the  Caldbeck  division,  where  19  deaths  have 
occurred. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Forty  deaths  occurred  in  the  whole  district  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age — 13  in  excess  of  our  number  in  1905, 
and  equivalent  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  140  infants 
under  1  year  to  1000  births.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate 
for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  is  115 
per  1000  births,  and  our  mean  rate  for  the  previous  10  years 
is  106  per  1000  births.  This  increased  and  high  infant  rate  of 
mortality  is  disappointing,  but  is  somewhat  minimised  by 
examining  the  causes.  Seven  were  premature  which  is 
suggestive  of  weakly  parents,  while  six  were  twins  and  only 
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lived  a  few  hours.  Nine  were  due  to  chest  complaints,  such 
as  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  high  mortality  among  infants  from  these  diseases 
during  severe  weather  is  largely  due  to  want  of  proper 
clothing  and  the  careless  exposure  to  which  they  are 
subjected.  The  causes  of  death  in  many  of  the  remainder 
are  suggestive  of  improper  feeding,  such  as  the  baneful 
substitution  of  farinaceous  foods  during  the  early  periods 
of  infant  life  and  possibly  also  the  use  of  uncleanly  bottles 
for  feeding  with  milk.  I  despair  of  any  satisfactory 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  being  brought 
about  till  a  generation  or  two  have  passed,  and  physiology 
and  hygiene  have  been  taught  in  our  elementary  schools, 
and  have  had  time  to  bear  fruit. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Infant  Mortality  in  the 
three  sub-districts  : 


Deaths  under  Rate  per 

1  year.  1000  births. 

Caldbeck  14  157 

Wigtou  16  172 

Aspatria  10  97 


40  140 


Zymotic  Rate. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
have  been  five  in  number,  and  two  in  excess  of  the  number 
in  1905,  and  equivalent  to  a  Zymotic  rate  for  the  year  of 
0*4  per  1000  as  compared  with  ITS  for  Bural  England  and 
Wales  for  the  same  period.  Two  deaths  occurred  from 
Whooping  Cough,  one  from  Membraneous  Croup. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification}  Act,  1889, 
70  cases  were  reported,  compared  with  99  in  the  previous 
year.  There  were  40  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  15  Erysipelas, 
8  Diphtheria,  and  one  Enteric  Fever.  All  were  treated  at 
home.  The  Diptheria  cases  occurred  at  Bolton-Low- 
Houses,  and  were  mild  in  character.  There  were  grounds 
for  connecting  their  origin  with  such  insanitary  conditions 
as  soil  pollution,  drain  effluvia  and  filth  accumulation.  The 
solitary  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  at  Wiggonby,  and 
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the  well  water  was  found  polluted.  It  is  especially  grati¬ 
fying  that  these  are  all  the  infectious  diseases  which 
occurred  during  the  year  that  can  reasonably  be  attributed 
to  local  causes. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  in  each  division  of  the  district. 


Enteric.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Erysipelas. 

Oaldbeck 

16 

7 

10 

Wigton 

1  22 

1 

2 

Aspatria 

8 

3 

Total 

1  46 

8 

15 

Disinfectants  have  in  all  cases  been  supplied  at  the 
expense  of  your  Council  and  printed  instructions  sent  along 
with  them.  Disinfection  of  premises  and  clothing  has  in 
all  cases  been  carried  out  with  Formalin  Vapour,  the 
parties  concerned  being  informed  by  letter  or  otherwise  of 
the  time  of  the  Inspector’s  visit  and  what  preparations  to 
make. 


Summary  of  Work,  &c. 

January.  During  the  first  month  of  the  year  an 
unusually  small  amount  of  sickness  prevailed  and  our  rate 
of  mortality  for  the'  month  was  12*9  per  1000.  Five  cases 
of  Diphtheria  were  notified  from  Brough  Hill,  in  the  Bolton 
District ;  all  were  of  a  mild  nature,  with  one  exception  and 
under  Antitoxin  treatment  did  well.  I  have  earlier  in  my 
report  referred  to  the  causes  which  I  regarded  as  likely  to 
have  originated  this  outbreak.  .Scarlet  Fever  cases  (2) 
were  reported  from  Kirk  bride  and  one  from  Thornthwaite 
in  the  Bolton  district.  Samples  of  water  were  taken  from 
the  wells  at  Bolton-Low-Houses  and  Brough  Hill  which 
were  used  by  the  houses  in  which  Diphtheria  occurred. 
Both  were  found  satisfactory,  and  neither  impure  water  or 
milk  were  factors  in  its  production.  Many  of  the  houses 
here  are  damp  and  ill  constructed,  and  such  conditions 
combined  with  soil  pollution  and  nuisances  readily  arising 
from  ashpits  and  similar  methods  of  refuse  removal  in  close 
proximity  to  them,  depress  the  physical  vitality  of  children 
and  lesson  their  powers  of  resistance  to  disease,  though  in 
this  outbreak  personal  infection  appeared  to  be  the  chief 
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means  by  which  it  was  spread.  During  this  month  I 
completed  my  inspection  of  the  Workshops  and  Factories 
in  the  district,  and  the  defects  were  detailed  in  a  report  by 
the  Inspector. 

February.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported,  one 
from  Kirkbride  and  the  other  from  Caldbeck.  No 
insanitary  defects  were  found  on  the  premises  occupied  by 
them.  Two  children  were  seen  at  Allonby  by  me  whose 
condition  suggested  very  strongly  that  they  had  recently 
suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  their  state  was  certainly 
an  infectious  one,  and  rigid  precautionary  measures  were 
enforced.  The  plea  urged  for  not  notifying  was  ignorance 
of  the  nature  of  the  complaint.  I  did  not  ask  your  Council 
to  prosecute  the  parents. 

At  this  time  in  conjunction  with  the  Chairman  and 
Inspector,  I  met  Mr.  Fletcher,  the  owner  of  the  Allhallows 
Colliery,  with  respect  to  the  drainage  of  Fletchertown. 
As  we  could  not  elicit  any  definite  statement  as  to  whether 
it  was  their  intention  to  supply  the  existing  cottages  with 
water  closets,  and  equal  uncertainty  was  displayed  as  to 
the  likelihood  of  their  building  new  ones,  we  decided  that 
we  were  not  justified  in  spending  money  over  aseptic  tank 
system  of  drainage,  which  under  existing  conditions  might 
prove  inoperative,  and  determined  to  remedy  the  existing 
sewer  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  This  has  been  done  and  I 
have  received  no  complaint  of  its  inefficiency.  During  this 
month  I  made  a  detailed  inspection  of  the  villages  of  Aikton 
and  Kirkbampton,  and  reported  thereon. 

March.  Very  severe  weather  obtained  during  this 
month  and  we  had  a  large  amount  of  general  sickness. 
Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  at  Kirkbride,  Allonby  and 
Caldbeck,  and  I  deemed  it  wise  to  close  the  British  School  at 
Allonby.  and  later  had  it  well  washed  and  disinfected,  as 
also  all  the  houses  in  which  there  had  been  Scarlet  Fever. 
A  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  also  reported  at  Wiggonby. 
On  visiting  the  farm  I  found  drainage  defects  in  connection 
with  the  stable  drain  which  was  choked  and  supplied  with 
a  useless  trap.  This  has  been  remedied.  The  water  supply 
was  derived  from  a  pump  well,  the  water  of  which  on 
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analysis  was  found  badly  contaminated  with  recent  sewage 
matter.  The  use  of  the  well  was  discontinued  and  efforts 
made  to  obtain  a  supply  of  good  quality.  The  villages  of 
Allonby,  Wiggonby,  Aikton,  Thursby  and  Curthwaite  were 
visited  during  this  month,  and  drainage  defects  on  a  farm 
at  Aikton,  on  which  I  had  previously  reported,  were  again 
brought  before  your  notice  and  have  since  been  remedied. 
The  school  at  Westward  was  closed  at  the  beginning  of  this 
month  on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough. 

April.  Amount  of  sickness  in  the  district  had 
considerably  lessened.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified, 
one  at  Caldbeck  and  the  other  at  Allonby.  The  ashpits 
in  the  village  of  Blennerhasset  were  reported  during  this 
month  as  being  in  a  very  insanitary  state  and  were 
subsequently  attended  to  under  notice  from  the  Inspector. 
These  are  never  attended  to  till  they  have  become  most 
objectionable,  and  not  then,  unless  notice  has  been  received 
from  your  Council,  and  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  the 
scavenging  of  this  village  was  taken  in  hand  by  your 
authority.  Complaints  were  made  during  this  month  that 
the  wells  in  the  Bolton  district  were  getting  low,  and  steps 
were  taken  by  you  to  provide  this  district  with  water, 
which  1  regret  to  say  have  not  yet  succeeded  but  give 
promise  of  doing  so. 

May.  No  further  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified. 
Examined  sample  of  water  from  the  farm  at  Longburn 
which  was  found  grossly  polluted.  No  other  supply  has 
as  yet  been  provided.  Remainder  of  houses  at  Allonby 
where  Scarlet  Fever  obtained  disinfected,  also  premises  at 
Horse  Moor  Hills  where  cases  occurred.  House  at  Kirk- 
bride  where  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  reported  as  being 
without  back  door  and  very  insufficiently  ventilated.  Road 
channels  at  Anthorn  reported  and  sewer  recommended. 
This  has  not  been  carried  out.  Lodging  Houses  at  Glasson 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory, 

June.  As  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported 
from  the  Kirkbride  district  it  was  decided  to  close  the 
school  and  have  it  disinfected  and  washed.  Sample  of 
water  examined  from  the"  farm  at  Pow  Gill,  Bolton,  and 


found  suitable  for  domestic  pnrposeS.  A  second  sample  was 
sent  me  to  examine  from  the  farm  at  Wiggonby  where 
Enteric  Fever  occurred  :  this  was  found  no  better  than 
the  previous  one,  though  the  well  had  been  cleaned  out. 
Little  Bampton,  Fingland  and  Oulton  were  visited,  and 
drainage  defects  reported  on  premises  at  Little  Bampton, 
and  an  order  made  to  connect  with  the  sewer  which  has 
been  carried  out.  A  foul  condition  of  the  street  channels 
at  Oulton  was  also  reported  and  attended  to  subsequently. 

July.  Scarlet  Fever  cases  still  cropping  up  at  Kirk- 
bride  and  attributed  to  gross  carelessness,  and  indifference 
in  respect  of  visiting  infected  houses  and  mixing  with 
persons  who  had  been  exposed  to  infection. 

School  at  Finsdand  closed  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever 
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and  disinfected  before  re-opening.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  reported  in  the  village  of  Langrigg,  the  origin 
of  which  could  not  be  traced.  Drainage  defects  and 
dampness  of  the  dwelling  house  were  reported,  and  after 
considerable  delay  attended  to. 

August  Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported  and 
situated  at  Port  Carlisle,  Hesket-New-Market,  and  Cock- 
bridge.  Case  at  Port  Carlisle  imported  from  Carlisle,  and 
was  the  child  of  a  visitor  who  had  the  rash  two  days  after 
arrival,  and  was  removed  to  the  Carlisle  Fever  Hospital. 
Visited  the  villages  of  Kirkbridge,  Fingland,  Easton, 
Glasson,  Drumburgh,  Port  Carlisle  and  Bowness.  Sewer 
outlet  at  Classon  found  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state. 
This  has  been  attended  to.  A  very  low  rate  of  mortality 
characterized  this  month,  only  four  deaths  occurring  in  the 
entire  district,  and  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  mortality 
of  4*08  per  1000.  No  deaths  occurred  in  the  whole  of 
the  Wigton  sub-district. 

September.  Complete  freedom  from  infectious 
disease  obtained  in  September,  and  only  six  deaths  in  the 
whole  district — equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  mortality  of 
6 ’24  per  1000.  Again  no  death  registered  in  the  Wigton 
sub-district.  Inspected  villages  of  Langrigg,  Bosley, 
Welton,  Sebergham,  Plesket-New-Market,  Aughatree  and 
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Caldbeck.  Absence  of  water  supply  and  defective  drainage 
reported  at  farm  called  Brothey  Beck,  near  Goose  Green. 
This  has  not  yet  received  attention.  Defective  privy 
accommodation  and  most  unsatisfactory  drainage  reported 
at  Plains  House,  near  Wei  ton.  New  privy  and  proper 
drainage  requested.  This  has  been  partly  complied  with. 

Condemned  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  Upton  School 
where  sore  throats  had  been  cropping  up  from  time  to 
time  among  the  children.  Closets  found  much  too  near  the 
school  and  adjacent  to  the  windows,  which  could  not  on 
occasions  be  opened  owing  to  unpleasant  smells  being 
emitted  into  the  school.  The  urinals  were  also  insanitary 
and  in  every  way  unsightly  and  reprehensible.  Examined 
water  supply  at  Mr.  Park’s  farm,  at  Aughatree,  which  was 
found  to  be  from  a  shallow  well  which  runs  dry  in  the 
summer.  Asked  for  sample  for  analysis  which  has  not  been 
sent.  No  remedial  action  has  yet  been  taken  with  respect 
to  Upton  School,  though  I  understand  the  County  Council 
are  negotiating  with  a  view  to  taking  it  over. 

October.  During  this  month  Measles  broke  out 
at  Blennerhasset,  and  the  School  wras  closed  for  a  month. 
The  disease  quickly  spread  to  neighbouring  villages,  and 
very  soon  we  had  a  most  widespread  outbreak,  necessitating 
the  closing  of  many  schools.  Six  notifications  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  received— all  in  children  who  had  been  attend¬ 
ing  the  Fingland  School.  Drainage  defects  and  defective 
water  supply  reported  on  farm  at  Howrigg,  near  West- 
newton,  which  are  not  yet  remedied. 

November.  Influenza,  .Measles,  and  Whooping 
Cough  very  prevalent.  Case  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported  at 
Caldbeck,  due  to  contact  with  children  from  Carlisle  who 
had  suffered  from  it.  School  at  Fingland  closed  on  account 
of  Measles 

December.  Measles  very  widespread,  almost  sweep¬ 
ing  the  entire  district.  Schools  closed  at  Blencogo, 
Bromfield,  Waverton,  Allhallows,  Rosley,  WTiggonby, 
Aikton,  Biglands,  and  Rosewain.  Two  notifications 
received.  One  Scarlet  Fever  at  Heathfield.  one  Diphtheria 
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at  Whitefield  Cottage,  near  Overwater.  No  insanitary 
defects  were  found  at  either  place. 

Lodging  House  at  Glasson  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory.  Drainage  defects  reported  at  Allonby,  and 
since  remedied.  Insanitary  ashpits  reported  at  Blenner- 
hasset,  attended  to  Highest  rate  of  mortality  during  the 
year,  25  deaths,  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  26  T  6  per  1000, 
which  was  a  little  higher  than  the  birth  rate  for  the 
same  period.  Thirteen  deaths  took  place  between  the  ages 
of  71  and  91  years,  and  five  in  children  under  one  year. 

Sanitation. 

Not  much  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  structural 
work  during  the  year.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for 
Septic  Tank  and  filter  beds  for  the  sewage  of  the  village  of 
JBromfield,  which  is  still  under  consideration.  Plans  have 
also  been  prepared  for  obtaining  a  water  supply  for 
Bolton-New-Houses  and  Bolton-Low-Houses  from  Green 
Foot  Spring,  owned  by  Mr.  Parkin,  and  I  hope  this  effort 
will  in  the  near  future  be  attended  with  success,  as  these 
villages  are  greatly  in  want  of  a  more  reliable  supply  than 
what  they  at  present  possess.  Your  Council  are  also 
negotiating  with  the  Wigton  Urban  Council  to  obtain 
water  from  the  latters  main  for  the  Bolton  Wood  Lane 
District.  This  I  am  most  anxious  to  see  consummated,  as 
there  are  three  houses  in  this  district  without  a  water 
supply,  and  the  owners  cannot  be  compelled  to  provide  one 
on  account  of  the  cost.  Much  time  has  been  spent  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  the  dispute  between  your 
Council  and  the  Aspatria  and  Silloth  Water  Board  as  to 
terms  in  respect  of  supplying  the  villages  of  Allonby, 
Hay  ton,  and  Westnewton,  with  water,  which  they  have  so 
long  and  so  urgently  needed.  The  matter  is  still  in  dispute, 
but  I  am  hopeful  that  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  matter 
will  ere  long  be  brought  about.  Inspections  have  been 
made  every  month  of  certain  parts  of  the  district  in  con¬ 
junction  with  your  Inspector,  and  immediate  visits  paid  on 
the  receipt  of  complaints  or  when  disease  broke  out.  A 
large  amount  of  work  has  fallen  to  the  Inspector  on  account 
of  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  in  different  parts  of  the 


district,  at  long  distances  from  each  other,  and  I  have  to 
thank  him  for  the  promptness  he  always  displays  in  dealing 
with  them. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheads.  These  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  for  the  most  part  have  been  found 
fairly  satisfactory.  No  case  of  milk  borne  disease  has  been 
observed,  and  the  sellers  of  this  commodity  seem  to  under¬ 
stand  fairly  well  the  precautions  that  should  be  taken  to 
preserve  its  purity.  The  risk  of  pollution  is  not  however 
at  an  end  when  the  milk  reaches  the  home  of  the  consumer. 
A  pure  supply  may  be  rendered  injurious  by  dirt  in  the 
house,  the  proximity  of  contaminating  articles,  and  the 
general  ignorance  which  prevails  as  to  how  milk  should  be 
stored,  and  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  fit  for  use. 

Many  Country  Cowsheads  from  which  milk  is  derived 
are  however  without  any  shadow  of  doubt  ill  lit,  badly 
ventilated,  badly  drained  and  overcrowded,  and  there  is 
no  guarantee  that  the  milk  is  obtained  from  healthy  cows. 
The  cows  are  too  often  in  a  filthy  condition,  standing  in 
manure,  wdiile  the  stalls  and  yard  outside  are  heaped  up 
with  it.  Ventilation  is  often  defective,  while  the  milkers 
are  not  sufficently  careful  as  to  the  personal  cleanliness 
their  hands  and  clothing  being  the  reverse  of  satisfactory 
in  this  repect.  No  regulations  have  yet  been  made  by 
your  Council  in  respect  of  Article  13  of  the  order  of  1885, 
which  pertains  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheads,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  you  consider  the  desirability  of  doing  so  at  an 
early  date. 

The  second,  intermin  report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Consumption  confirms  the  conclusions  f  the  first,  viz.  : 
that  reciprocal  infection  as  between  men  and  animals,  is  an 
incontrovertible  fact.  They  have  watched  many  cases  in 
which  patients,  more  especially  children  have  acquired 
Tuberculosis  through  consuming  infected  meat  or  milk,  and 
in  consequence  conclude  that  there  is  need  for  much  more 
stringent  control  of  the  sale  of  milk. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  We  have  several 
small  ones  in  the  district,  chiefly  of  workshop  type.  All 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1906, 
in  the  Wigton  Rural  District. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1906. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1906,  for  the  Rural  District  of 

Wigton,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts,  1901,  in  connection  with 
Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces 
and  Homework. 


1. — INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

55 

1 

2.  —DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars. 

Found 

Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Overcrowding 

1 

Receiving 
attention 
from  the 
Owner. 

accommodation  /  unsultabIe  OT  def  ectave 

8 

8 

Total 

9 

8 

. 


